
A quarter century ago, a modest mountain man 
intrigued by the geological formations of his native 
western North Carolina made an extraordinary 

discovery. Believing he had come across an unprecedented 
collection of remarkably rare star rubies, he personally lacked 
the funds necessary to bring his findings to the public. In any 
case, logic suggested that what he found couldn’t possibly be 
what he thought it to be. After all, star rubies are most often 
found in distant parts of the globe such as Burma and Sri Lanka.

Nevertheless convinced of the importance of his discovery, 
he enlisted the support of friends and neighbors who became 
the “investors” who made the testing, transport and appraisals 
of those stones possible. As a result of those efforts, the stones 
ultimately found their way to London’s Natural History 
Museum where they proved to be a sensation. Referred to now 
as the Mountain Star Ruby Collection, these four star rubies are 
as compelling and stunning as any the world has ever seen.

































GEM TESTING REPORT

“PROMISE STAR RUBY”

(NOT SHOWN)
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FIRE AND BLOOD

Rubies in Myth, Magic, and History

Diane Morgan
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reflections. The stone is set in a platinum ring and flanked by two triangular-
shaped diamonds. The ruby is now is on display where it can be seen by the
general public, and which indeed now belongs to the American public.
The Appalachian Star ruby, a 139.43 carat stone, was found by

Jarvis Wayne Messer in his native North Carolina, along with the ‘‘Smoky
Mountain Two Star Ruby,’’ an 86.56 carat round double Star Ruby, which
displays a perfect six-pointed star. It is considered to be the world’s heaviest
ruby, and went on public display at the Natural History Museum in London
in 1992. This is just slightly heavier than the Rosser Reeves Ruby from
Sri Lanka. Both stones were the subject of a subsequent lawsuit in October
2005 to settle some debts.
Kings and queens aren’t the only people to be drenched in rubies. So was

Elizabeth Taylor—almost literally. In her autobiographical book, My Love
Affair With Jewelry, she writes about the time husband Mike Todd presented
her with an astonishing Cartier ruby-and-diamond necklace. ‘‘I was in the
pool, swimming laps at our home, and Mike came outside to keep me
company. I got out of the pool and put my arms around him, and he said,
‘Wait a minute, don’t joggle your tiara.’’’
The Queen of England might not wear a tiara while swimming laps, but

apparently this was ordinary practice for Taylor, who wore the one Todd
had given her, telling her that she was his ‘‘queen.’’ She wore it for the
first time at the Academy Awards, when Todd’s film Around the World in
80 Days won for Best Picture. However, she was also sensible enough not
to wear her tiara when she met the real Queen Elizabeth in 1976, as the
Queen was wearing hers. It doesn’t do to have competing tiaras.
At any rate, in reference to the ruby and diamond necklace, Taylor contin-

ues breathlessly,

He was holding a red leather box, and inside was a ruby necklace, which glittered
in the warm light. It was like the sun, lit up and made of red fire. First Mike put it
around my neck and smiled. Then he bent down and put matching earrings on
me. Next came the bracelet. Since there was no mirror around, I had to look into
the water. The jewelry was so glorious, rippling red on blue like a painting. I just
shrieked with joy, put my arms around Mike’s neck, and pulled him into the water
after me.

The whole episode was captured on camera in a home movie taken by Eve
Johnson, wife of actor Van Johnson.
Taylor also owns a fabulous ruby ring, given to her by another husband,

Richard Burton. This one was a Christmas gift, shoved in the bottom of a
Christmas stocking. It was designed by Van Cleef & Arpels and ‘‘perfect,’’
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